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UNIT: UkUlelE 

ACT-Based English: Music & Sound Vocabulary Development
OBJECTIVE:
Learn key music-related vocabulary for technical descriptions.

ACT SCORE TARGET: 18-24
This activity focuses on building vocabulary and sentence-level skills—important for understanding word meaning in context and using the correct word in your writing.

MATERIALS NEEDED
· Vocabulary word list
· Dictionary or online word resource
· Sentence-writing worksheet
· Multiple-choice practice questions
· Pencil or digital device

STUDENT DIRECTIONS:
 GOAL:
You will learn, understand, and use technical vocabulary related to sound and music. These words will help you describe how instruments like the ukulele produce sound and help you answer ACT English and Reading questions with more confidence.

Step 1: Learn Key Music & Sound Vocabulary
You will receive a vocabulary list that includes music- and sound-related terms. Some of the key terms may include:
· Resonance
· Pitch
· Frequency
· Vibration
· Acoustics
· Timbre
· Volume
· Amplitude

 Instructions:
· Look up each word in a student-friendly dictionary.
· Write a short definition in your own words.
· Include a musical or ukulele-related example for each word.

 Example:
Resonance – The way sound vibrations are strengthened and sustained inside an instrument.
 Example: The wooden body of the ukulele increases resonance, making the sound fuller.

Step 2: Use the Words in Context
Now that you understand each word, practice using them by writing:
· 5 original sentences that use the vocabulary correctly in a musical context.
· Be sure to focus on clarity and accuracy. Ask yourself: “Does my sentence make sense in the world of music or sound?”
 Pro tip: If you're unsure, try reading your sentence out loud to hear if it fits naturally.
Step 3: Complete Vocabulary Practice Questions
You’ll now complete a multiple-choice vocabulary practice set, just like on the ACT.

These questions will test:
· Whether you understand the meaning of a word in context.
· If you can choose the sentence that uses a word correctly.
· Your ability to eliminate incorrect options.
ACT-STYLE QUESTION:
· Which sentence best uses the word resonance correctly?
A. The ukulele’s resonance allowed it to produce a richer sound.
B. The ukulele’s resonance made it harder to carry.
C. The ukulele’s resonance caused the strings to break.
D. The ukulele’s resonance changed the tuning pegs.
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